The carboxylic acid residue in the title compound, C 6 H 4 BrNO 2 , is twisted out of the plane of the other atoms, as indicated by the (Br)C-C-C-O carbonyl torsion angle of À20.1 (9) . In the crystal, supramolecular chains mediated by O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds are formed with base vector [201] and C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions reinforce the packing.
Related literature
For the biological activity of N-heterocylic compounds, see: de ; Cunico et al. (2006) . For related structures, see: Wright & King (1953) ; Kutoglu & Scheringer (1983) ; ; Kaiser et al. (2009) . For the synthesis, see: Bradlow & van der Werf (1949) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: COLLECT (Hooft, 1998 ); cell refinement: DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) and COLLECT; data reduction: DENZO and COLLECT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
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Comment
The structure of the title compound, (I), was determined in connection with on-going studies of biological activitiess, e.g.
anti-mycobacterial activity, of N-heterocyclic compounds (Cunico et al. 2006; , as we have embarked on complementary systematic structural investigations in order to ascertain supramolecular aggregation patterns (Kaiser et al., 2009 ).
In the molecular structure of (I), Fig. 1 , the carbonyl-O2 atom is approximately syn to the bromide. The carboxylic acid residue is twisted out of the plane of the pyridine ring as seen in the value of the C2/C3/C7/O1 torsion angle of 161.1 (5)°.
In the crystal packing, a supramolecular chain with base vector [2 0 1] is formed through the agency of O-H···N hydrogen bonds, Fig. 2 (Wright & King, 1953; Kutoglu & Scheringer, 1983) as well as in 2-chloropyridine-3-carboxylic acid (de .
Experimental
A mixture of 2-bromo-3-methylpyridine (0.77 g, 4.5 mmol), KMnO 4 (0.316 g, 2 mmol) and H 2 O (20 ml) was refluxed until the purple colour of the solution disappeared. A second portion of KMnO 4 (0.316 g) and water (10 ml) were added and the reaction mixture was refluxed again until no purple colour remained. The reaction mixture was concentrated to 10 ml, acidified with concentrated hydrochloric acid, and filtered. The precipitate was washed with cold water and cold diethylether (20 ml). The yield was 0.79 g (60%), m.p. 520-523 K; lit value 522-523 K (Bradlow & van der Werf, 1949) .
2-Bromonicotinic acid was recrystallised from EtOH for the crystallographic study. 
Refinement
The C-bound H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.95 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The N-bound H atoms were located from a difference map and refined with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (N).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level. Fig. 2 . View of the unit cell contents in (I) highlighting the N-H···O hydrogen bonding (orange dashed lines) leading to supramolecular chains, and C-H···O contacts within and between chains (blue dashed lines). Colour code: Br, olive; O, red; N, blue; C, grey; and H, green. 
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